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or bird may "be killed during the feast, nor is it per-
4nissible even to milk the kine. The next feast is on
the 18th of Taurus (the Mandsean months are named
after the zodiacal signs), and lasts five days. It is
held in commemoration of Hibil-Ziva's return from his
conquest of hell; and the new life of the earth in
spring is deemed the fittest time for such a festival.
The third feast-day is a month later, and is in honour
of the Sabian hero Ferrokh or Pharaoh. The fourth
is on the first of Capricorn; and the last is the
greatest of all, Pancha, which is held on the five addi-
tional days that make up the year, when the twelve
months, of thirty days each, are over.

The priestly office is regarded with the highest
veneration among the Mandaeans,, and is in nowise
underpaid. On the other hand, it is no sinecure. The
priest is constantly called upon to baptise, to hear
confessions, and administer a species of eucharist, to
marry people, visit the dying, kill the meat for the
community, draw horoscopes for children, and write
amulets for the sick, foretell future events, and, in
fact, do everything that has to be done outside the
ordinary routine of work. The office of pnblic sacrificer
is not the lightest part of the priest's duty. No meat
can be eaten by a Mandaaan which has not been pro-
perly killed by either a priest or a duly authorised
deputy; and the supply of meat to the community
involves considerable energy on the part of the
sacred butchers. The custom is very analogous to
the Mohammadan law of food. The priests them-
selves have special rules as to eating. They must